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NEXT MEETING 
The nex� meeting of 'Rm)IC. wiil be held on Friday Pebrua:cy 11th. at 
Bpm, it · 11 be as usual at. the Adult Education Centre in Ar,2Yle St. 
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:m..-H'OIC 1971/72. 
�FOIC meets ei[_ery two mor1:thf.l, the date!:l .for 1972 beinc; li sted below. Members 

may 'borro\�· library books and magazines, whilst Annual Reports and :Ne\vsheets are covered 
in the annual· subscri ption of $2. 50. (Students and Pensioners :S 1. 25) Prospective Hembers 

or pe;rsons with information on si ghtings new or old a:ce always welcome at meeti ngs. 
Me.eti ng dates for 1972 • • • • • • •  • .  Februal"J 11th 

April 14th 
June 2nd 
Autust 11th 
October 13th 
December 8th • • •  We look forward to seeinG you. 

_ _;,;:;. ·' 
:ruFOIC ON RADIQ; 

TUFOIC were the guests of Talking Point on Radio 7H6 on August 12th last. UFOs 
\-Jere discussed in cenera� , from theories to analysis of sighti ngs, hmdi n[J's, even''Sni ppy11 
the horse. 

Some 20 to 30 listners phoned in their queries and sightings during the 
programme, 7HO requested they contact TUFOIC direct as it was not feasi".Jle to take dovm 
all the details during the broadcast. It was di�appointing that none of the listners 
<.wailed thems8l ves of the opportunity to contnct the Centre. However t1·1o reports even-

tuated at 8 later date from 9eople who had heard the p;rogramme and lGnrnt there V/38 an 
UFO group in existence. 

TUFOIC woula li ke �vo thank 7�T.') for enabling us to come before the public, 
also for their assistance throughout the ;y:��.:S on reports received by them. 

SIGHTINGS SUM11ARY 1971. 
The year 1971 has been one of contrast�, i nitially the zero level acti vity 

at the end of 1970 continued on into the New Year. Basically there were two highs in 
reports received by the Centre, the first being in the May to July period, a reduced 

flor; through to September) then nil activity until a flood of reports i n  DeceE:ber. 
We had only one unexplai ned report up to the end of May, that being the Dec­

er:J.ber siGhting ol"l Ht Welli ngton. During the May to Jul;>' period the scene chan{Sed, lor1 
level reports beins the vocue. Three i nteresting cases fron the Dilmot area, possibly 
R landinG at Lync�ford, and a further touch dar-n at Norwood near Lau.nocston. ( Detai lo 
of t'Jis case mew be seen in the UFO Observer, Launceston ) . 

Once again reports eased in the August-Nover!lber period, al thouch there ·:;cro 
a series of lights in the sl� oases around Sep·�ember. These reports had points in 
cor.unon 1 1 igh ts only, two or threo at a time, fadir>:;, me1·g.i.ng eto � 

'l"UFOIC received a Chri stmas present in the way of a 11Flap11 stc:.rting in early 
December, even at the time of rJl'i ti ng i nvestigaticns have not been completed ln.tt we 
have printed the story to date on the details available. Due to good publici ty i n  the 
Press and on Radi o TUFOIC's resources were streched almost to breaking poi nt to look 
i nto all the reportEJ, a special word of thanks to Ken Bennetto who cave up the best 
part of a week to investigate cases while they were only hours old. 

Low level sightings have conti nu.ed . again this year, a few more reports in 
fact than last year. Did UFOs land in Tasmania i n  the past year, marks, noiseo, and 
close approaches seem to confirm that something inexplicablE did occur. 

Throughout the year TUFOIC has been in contact with the "UFO Observer" froo 
Launceston and no doubt we will continue to exchange information in the next year. On 
the debi t sid.e is the folding-up of the Te.s Flying Saucer Obs.ervers Ass; \-�·e are clad to 
say that Peter Dtmbabi n is nor1 a member and continuing his i nterest in UFOs. TFSOA 's 
si ghting files have been added ·to our own records. 

In ou:b InvestiGations. Report we have extracted the best cc:sos for the ;year 9 
in all over 50 reports r�ere received by the Centre the majority havinc possi ble explan­

ations such as Venus, planes, Gatellitcs, flares and the like. 
SEEN' AU UFO,. KNOW OF A SIGHTING? 

Don't let a report slip past, the Centre i s  i nterested wases new and old, 
make a note i f  you see somethi ng yourself and let us know as soon as possible. 
DO}� FORGET • • •  UFO REPORTS TO�.K.BENl�O �h285248 or K.ROBERTS 236009 ( evenings only ) 



'l'UPOIC Il�YES'riGA'l'IONS I 9'71 • 

Dmm LIGHT ON 1'1'1'. \A/ELLINGTON 

Early in January we learnt that an object had been seen on Mt. \{ell­
ington; contact with three youths who wished to remain anonymous ( names on 
TUFOIC files) revealed the following sighting on the night of December 18th/ 
19th, 1970. 

The witnesses had parked their car by a children1s playing area in 
New Town about 11 p.m.; it was a fine, mild evening after a rather .,.,arm day 

( 83°); evening stratus around Ht. vlellington had dissipated. They noticed 
a bright white star-like light some height above the mountain. 'I'his sub­
sequently moved slowly south-east. A second light now appeared and also 
followed the first light. Finally, a third light appeared above the other two, 
and all three manoeuvred around each other above the mountain. 

One of our witnesses went to telephone the details of what was 
happening to a local radio station, but was told that other people had seen the 
lights; it was only the H. E. C. working with searchlights between l\1t. Direction 
and r�t. 1f>!ellington. This explanation later proved to be without substance, and 
as the station had not kept details of any calls, there was no way to follow up 
for corroborative evidence. Heanwhile., the lights had lined up and formed into 
one oval light, which seemed to move towards New To\om before remaining 
stationary over the mountain. Not convinced with the explanation, two of our 
witnesses decided to drive to the Pinnacle for a closer look at the lights. On 
leaving New Town, they lost sight of the light. The sighting from New Town had 
lasted about half an hour and it was after midnight when they reached the top 
of Mt. Wellington - nothing to explain the lights was visible. 

About 12.30a.m., they left the Pinnacle but had only travelled some 
half mile down the road when a star-like light was seen to the west following 
the skyline of Thark Ridge . . It descended to a bright dome-shaped area of light 
situated just below the ridge about a mile away. They halted and watched 
similar lights blink on and approach the dome from above and to the right, 
There followed a series of lights coming and going to the dome; the witnesses 
became uneasy and continued their downhill trip. The lights were still visible 
until the hillside was lost to view. 

Investigation showed that no major planets v1ere in a position to cause 
th0 reported lights, whilst planes can be ruled out immediately. The location 
of the do�:1ed light is rough, uninhabited mountainside at 4,000 feet. A visit 
was raado to the area but, due to the nature of the terrain, it proved too 
difficult to locate any possible landing marks. There appears to be no 

feasible explanation for the lights; and Has it the parent dome? The sighting 
still remains unidentified. 

"COBVIEBS FROM THE SKY" 

The "Advocate" of May 17th told of "cobwebs from the sky" - mystery 
cobwebs stringy and greasy fell on Montello. "It sticks to anything it 
touches", said Jvlr. R. Hodgets of Bird Street, Montello. Scientists identified. 
the substance as the webs of newly hatched parasitic spider carried on certain 
1.vind and v�armth conditions to fall far from their source. During the week, 
U.F.O. 1S had actually been seen to drop "angels1 hair" over South Australia. 
The winds over Tasmania, until the Saturday of the fall at Montello, had been 
from the south-west. How did our webs drift over from Victoria? 

... /3 



197.-1 INVESTIGATIONS CONTD, 

THE UFOS LAND .. " . . . 

'.:'he "8xarr,iner" 5. 6. 71 "UFO Hunt Hoves to Launceston11• 

Bright lights, flattened undergrowth and an. eyewitnens report of an 
ur-identified. flying object have led to an investigation by the Tasmanian ill'O 
:r:·.ureau in the Launceston area. The Bureau started the investigation after a ICI2.D 
reported seeing three lights - red, white and blue - land in bush country two 
miles from the city. 'rhe man who Hishes to rer.1ain anonymous said he saw the 
li:;'bts settle among trees in a paddock near the suburb of Norwood at 8. 30p.r.l. 
on Saturday (22. 5.7·1). 

He said � "The lights settled, then took off in a flash of colour 
like a sky rocket". The sighting prompted irrunediate investigation by the Tas, 
ln"O Bureau \oTho went to the area under the guidance of their President, 
Fr. J. Eolden of Trevallyn. !1r. Holden said yesterday that the group found a 
flattened area of undergrowth and dense bracken and blackberry bushes. 'rhe 
flattened aree. was about 10 fL in diameter, but had no specific shape and the 
unJ.ergrovrth was not flattened in an orderly manner, he said. 

( The "UFO Observer1' investigation mentioned this as one of the best 
sightings on their files ) . 

CAR PACED AT CETHANA 

This series of sightings \vas not known of until mid July so that in 
ret:::-ospect it seems more than a coincidence that there were possibly three low­
level 1�0 reports in as ma:1y days. 

'rhe follmving evening to our above newspaper extract (r,ay 23rd) � 
I"=-· L.J. Riley was travelling home to 'ililmot via the Cethana Dam Road, the ti::Je 
"being 7. 30p.m. The sighting corrunences when he vias about a mile west of tO.e clam 
clix1bing uphill to the Cradle Hountain-Y.J.ilmot noad junction. 

Mr. Riley noticed a flicking reflection on his driver's side window: 
\vinding dovm his windmv he saw o. round, coal-red object pacing his vehicle 
sorr,e 100 to 150ft. away and about 100ft. high. Nr. Riley says he was travel­
ling at 25m. p. h. at the time. He felt a bit scared at first but sews he suffered 
no after-effects, nor was his vehicle affected in any way. 

The object was travelling behind timber growth and did cast a 
reflection on one of the tree trunks it pclssed . Hr. Riley accelerated to 
35!1:.p.b., then over the next l railes speecleu up to 45m.p.ll. but the object 
still paced him at various distClllces, at one time being only 50 ft. f:r:"om the road. 
iis lf:r. Hiley approached the top of the hill and road junction to 1Jilmot, the 
o'::lject pulled slightly ahead. Mr. Rilcy stopped at the junction to have a 
better look at the thing. It appeared th� size of a 10.00 x 20 tyre but with 
r.o :aarkings" At this stage, the object ',�c:;.s some 100 to 150 yds. away. No sound 
could be heard. Travelling in an up and down motion, the object �;:ent over the 
hill tov1ards Hilmot. Hr. Riley continued on his way home and the object 
re--ilppcarr;d after he had travelled some -� of a mile. Again it was on his right 1 
but crossed the road aJ1ead of him and paced him for a short distClllce from 
bel"Jind some tall trees. It finally disappeared down a deep gully on his left. 
'I'he siehtin;; lasted in all about 15 minutes. 

• • •  / 4 
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L�IDING AT LONELY LYNCHFORD? 

Before we delve into the complicated details of this West Coast 
report, we will mention that an hour or two before the Lynchford case commenced, 
a strar.ge roaring noise \vas hoc.trtl by a witness at \{hi teford in the Nidlands. 
ll'hc witness's cat responded to the noise. There vlere no passenger pla.Des 
flying· at that late hour and road. traffic did not seem to fit the sound heard. 
Our witness l�oard the noise like gravel being tipped off a truck on a second 
occasio"n a few nights later. Now the scene shifts to Lynchford, which is an 
.o<.llandoned halt on the one time G�ueenstown to Strahan rail way. Today, there is 
only one house at Lynchford occupierl7 of course, by the witnesses to the 
subsequGnt ·events near the house. 

T-'Ir. C. Archer was awoken about 2.00a.m. on Hay 25th by the barking 
and. yelping of his dogs and. a strange humming noise like a big loud generator, 
Looking out his bedroom window he was unable to see anything to accoynt for the 
noise. Hovrevor, it was apparent after that his car just outside the window 
obstructed his view of what was known later as the "UFO landing site". The 
noise faded away after half an hour. On May 26th a flattened area of grass and 
blackberrieG was found some 150 yds. from the house. The area,it was claimed7 
had not been there on the Monday morning (24th). The area was about 30 x 15ft. 
with spiral swirls in the grass. Witnesses said it contained six indentations 
which showed no particular pattern. 

The flattened areas made the three major newspapers in Tasmania on 
Nay 28th. The possibility of an UFO being responsible for the marks bring 
forth a variety of explanations. The "Exa.min�r" wanted to know vlhy anyone 
from space should choosu to land in a blackberry patch! Heavy dews7 wind 
gusts, stray animals, rotting roots, were all put forward to account for the 
puzzle. TUFOIC attempted to investigate the case a.Dd find a rational explan­
ation, however, this was easier said than done; none of the possible causes 
for the "1JFO site" accounted for all the known facts. 

On r'iay 27th, a ca.r stopped 50 yds. from the 11U�O site". It \vas 
2.scertainccl by the police that the vehicle had an electrical fault. Tv1o friends 
of Nr. 1\rchcr who visited the: area claimed that their watches stopped after they 
had been to the "UFO site". Finally that afternoon, tho four-month old kitten 
at the house appeo.red to be terrified of so�nei;hing; it tried to get out of the 
house, but uied in minutes. Tho polico·conducted an autopsy on the cat but it 
was fou.'1d to have been in excellent health� . It had not been poisoned, or 
suffered from any diseases. The dogs which usually went off hunting stayed 
around the house for the next week and generally seemed dopey, related 
:rvlr. Archer. (The kitten vms probably outside on the nieht of the humming 
noise ) . 

In all, six flattened areas vrere found. After the initial discovery; 
a further five aroas wore located nea.r the house7 one the sarne size �,s the 
first o.roa, the other four being about 10 ft. diameter with three indentations 
in each. Those indentations were spaced in triangle shape, with a base of 3 ft. 
to an apex of 9 ft. The marks were claimed to be 8" deep. Samples of grass 
and earth were sent to the University of Tasmania, however, nothing unusual 
w2.s noted from the tests talcen. 
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no UFO as such 1-ms .. seen but similarity to other well-known nests could 
not be ignored by TUFOIC. * No explanations given for the case could account 
for all the puzzling incidents. The reaction of the dogs to the humming noise, 
indentations, flattened areas, the car wj_th the electrical fault, watches stopped 
and the lcitten•s death. 

Queenstown residents saw several UF01s after the Lynchford incidents, 
but these turned out to be stars and a four-wheel drive vehicle on a track up 
nt. Owen. \H tnesses at Lyncr,£ord clai1ned a sighting of an unusual light in the 
sky on the Saturday following the 9-iscovery of the "UFO site". The light was 
seen to come from it, moving in a rectangular course across the sky. A red 
light would then return along the shaft to the parent light. \vi tnesses estimated 
the light to be 10p sized at arm1s length. The light was still stationary to the 
3.3.:8. Hhen the witnesses retirecl to bed after an hour of watchinG. 

There had been an earlier sighting from the Queenstown area the previous 
September 30th, 1 970, when two witnesses on the road to Strahan near the Queenstown 
Airport had sighted a yellow saucer-shaped light with a beam of light below. It 
had travelled north, whilst the witnesses returned quickly to Queenstown. They 
returned to the area later on but there was no sign of their UFO. 

-)(- Reference is made to the famous Tully Nests, Queensland, 
Ngatea, New Zealand, N.S.vl. - Richmond River, 1 969. 
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Sketch of Lynchford areas. 

BELL-SHAPED uTO SEEN A'r BRIGHTON 

19. 6 ·71 

It was a clear, frosty night as Hr. G. Purcell returned to his 
quarters during a C .E. F. camp at Brighton Anny Camp. It was about 2. 55a.m., he 
recalled. 

Purcell paused and glanced towards the night sky, the stars clearer 
than in. the usual city view, b:dght and twinkling high above. Suddenly, he 
noticed a strange light to the·south-east, which came from a strange object that 
was stationary above the paddock next to the camp. It \>/as only sorae 200 yds. 
distant and he was able to judge, from the pine trees that bordered the c�p, 
that it was about 100 ft. up. 
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The object was a squat bell-shape with a dull silver body area; 
there was a white-hazy-like vapour around the top of the object which gave the 
impression of having a glass dome on top. The object appeared to be 15 ft. high 

and 20 ft. across. 

Purcell watched amazed as the mysterious object remained in its 
hovering position over the paddock; he made no attempt to approach any closer. 
Five minutes passed before the object moved 300 yds. across the paddock directly 
in front of Purcell but still remaining beyond the pine trees. As it moved, 
the orange exhaust below strengthened, a vapour shot from beneath towards the 
groQnd, which the witness described as a rainbow, orange, red, green and blue to 

•riolet colours. 

The vapour died away to an orange glow as the object came to a halt. 
All was silent as the stars twinkled abovei Purcell could hear no noise from 
the object. 

For about 3 minutes the object remained stationary, then another 
btt.rst of exh;.mst heralded its next move. Silently, it rose slightly and moved 
away from the Hitnoss about 100 yds. before hovering once again. A further 
3 �inutes Glapsed before the object began to rise. As it climbed, it seemed to 
assume more of a disc-like shape, then it gave a flash and shot off into the 
north--eastern sky at high speed. 

It was now about ten past three and Purcell was once more alone, the 
stars glea.'1ling above and the frost crunching underfoot as he turned to continue 
on his way. 

WHY WILNOT? ( Even more landings) 

Just over a month after I'h.'. Riley' s experience on the road to \tlilmot, 
tl!ere was a further low-level report from Wilmot itself. The date was 
June 24th and the time 10.45p. m. when the sighting commenced. 

i1rs. R.H. Dawkins noticed from her window what :.:.he thought at first was 
a plane in trouble. She was looking to the south and could seo a round, bright 
whi to light or object with a small light on either side • . · The object was losing 
height towards a nearby paddock. It dropped below the skyline and landed in the 

paddock. Hrs. Dawkins tun1Gd off the lights to get a better view. 

The residents of a house oven nearer to the paddock told Hrs. Dawkins 
later that they had retired for the evening but about the time the UFO appeared 
t"10y heard a noise like a jet planE: which suddenly cut.off. Hrs. Dawkins did 
not hear any sound. She went ne:xt door to call her mother-in-law to see the 
puzzling object. Together they went out in the road to get a straight-on vievl 
of the lights. They were only some 400 yds. from the UFO. Mrs. Dawkins' 
uncle joined them but by now the UPO had dinunod its lights, the side lights had 
gone out , only to be replaced by 12 smaller lights around the large central 
light. An estimate on the UFO placed it about 20 ft. in diameter. Throughout 

.. . /7 
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tho sighting, the dogs and cats at the Dawkins hous e cried 
vli tnosscs watched the UFO s tationary in the paddock for an 
it finally vanished. There was no smoke., sound - nothing . 
out , l''Irs . Dawkins said . 

and barked. The 
hour-and-a-half when 

The lights jus t went 

'rUFOIC could find no ::::ational explanation for this case; onc e again , 
vie have had a reac tion from the animals in the immediate area of an UFO. There 
seems to be a very strong c as e  j ust bec ause of that. An Unidentified Flying 
Object landed at Wilmot on June 24th. The question one could ask is, why at 
Wilmot? 

�\-'<-.. _) :)_ · ,  I :a<:,-�� ., l� ·-�\.1 -:·., 

SECOND Lf.NDING AT \HLHOT? 

"Experienc e led to doubts" said the 11Nercury11 on July 1Oth, going on 
to relate the sighting of an UFO by Mr. V. Williams and his children on the 
previous evening . The report said Mr . Williarns was dubious about such things 
but now he believes there well may be UF01s . 

Nr . Hilliarns1 fann is just a few mil es west of our last report at the 
fanning c entre of Narrawa. His fann is some 100 ft . above the paddock in which 
his children no tic ed a strange bright, white light at 7.30p . m. on July 9 th. 

Hr . Williams vievJed the UFO through binocul ars thinking at first there 
could be hunters down in his paddock . The UJ?O viaS a mere 300 yds . away jus t in 
front of the paddock gate . Its size was estimated at 1 6  ft . long by 4 ft. high. 
The object v1as very bright but did no t s eem to light up the surrounding area at 
all. As Mr . Wil liams vlatched the UFO , it seemed to flare up and flicker at 
each end, and seemed to float along about 20 yds. then changed to a red colour .  

:t•Ir. Williams decided to drive down to the gat e  and inves tigate the 
puzzling light . However , en route he l o s t  sight of the gat e and, on arriving7 
fo1.md the object had moved. He could now see the same or similar obj ect in a 
paddo ck some -i of a mil e  to the east. Deciding he couldn ' t c atch the Uf'O , 
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Hr. V/illiams went to see some relatives and ,  on his return half an hour later, 
t here was no sign of the light. (No marks were found at the UFO site next day). 
Reflections of the moon on fog banks as an explanati on was put fo�vard regarding 
the recent \'Jilmot sightings . In the Narrawa case , it  was firmly established 
that there was no fog in the area at the time of the sighting. The Erriba 
rec ords ( 6 miles so'uth) rec orded no fog, whil st the Hobart Weather Bureau 
stated that conditions were not conducive to fog at the time. 

SEPTEMBER LIGHTS? 

Following publicity on the Lynchford case and TUFOIC's radio programme, 
a number of reports were received in the following weeks , but we were able to 
find a logical answer to most - flares, planets , planes and meteorites . On 
Augus t 15th , reports were made from the N-W Coast,  Launceston , \vest Coast ru1d 
Hob art but this would appear to have been a meteorite shower or space debris 
re-entry. 

In the early hours of August· 28th ,  we had our first sighting of 
manoeuvring lights - the sighting lasted 10 minutes. A motorist noticed the.· 
lights moving across a clear patch in the cloudy sky and stopped to watch the 
yell ow-white lights near the Brooker Highway cl over-leaf. Three lights moved 
across the sky , one larger to the rear and flashing. At 400 elevati on, the 
lights travelled from eas t  to west; the small lights went into cloudi the 
larger was lost to view over Mt. Stuart. Two patrons at the East Side Drive-In 
had similar reports to make to the Centre on September 7 th. They noticed a 
larger-than-usual star-like light at 30° elevation over the city. A sec ond 
smaller light appeared alongside the larger light and then moved sorne distance 
to the South-East before halting. J11eanv1hile , the original light increased in  
size as if the light source was shining at the witnesses. The small light now 
vanished and some 5 sec onds later the first light faded away. 

The final sighting was on September 26th by two people travelling 
south on tho Nidland Highway at Jericho. At 8 . 45p.m., they saw a round , blue 
white light for some 45 seconds. The light had an apparent size of an -h" at 
arm's length and was at 20° to 30° elevati on above Northumbria Hill (1 , 898 ft .). 
It appeared to be travelling in a southerly directi on but gaining elevation ,  and 
it then dropped towards the skyline before suddenly reversing directi on and 
disappearing upwards to the north in a flash. 

THE DECEr1J3ER FLAP 

'l'he Flap Starts 

TUFOIC 's Christmas present came early , s tarting on the evening of 
December 3rd, with a sighting from Sandy Bay beach of a saucer-shaped , white 
ond gold obj ect which shot up into the sky , then across to the horizon. 

There followed on for the rest  of the month 
at the time of writing , the total is  about two dozen. 
press and on ?HO News has given· TUFOIC good publicity 
contacted the Centre direct. 

a steady flow of reports; 
Good coverage in the 

and many witnesses have 
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Due to limited space, \·To cannot go into details of each  report and 
possible findings and explanations . A valid comment would be that our 'arch 
rival' Venus could have been responsible  for some o f  the reports not detailed 
here for that very reason . 

From  Claremont on December 4th/5th , we have repo rts of yellow-orange� 
objects, ancl rocket-like UFO's crossing t.he sky no rth to south. They lit up 
the area and an explosion was heard prior to one repo rt. This was followed the:: 
next evening by a report of two \·Thite, elongated objects being seen from the 
Elwick Drive-In . They moved north-East to South-West at an elevation of )0° 
2nd were lost to sight near Nt. 'vlel lington . 

The night of  December 7th/8th brought two reports, one from Now Town -
[!lOst probably Venus - but the second from Lachlan provt:d to be very interesting. 

Lac hlan C ase 

The longest sighting of the flap commenced at 10 . 5 5p .m .  at a 
T1r. A .  do Blas'  farm , of  :B'orest Hill ,  Lachlan .  Mr. de Bl:1s vras finishing 
irrigation work in his hopfield when he noticed a light approaching from the 
north. The object came closer and lookeds to our witness, like a helicopt8r. 
It seemed to be making fo r the tractor as if using its lights as a reference fo r 
a landing . De Blas could soe what looked like the cockpit bubble  lit up by 2. 
red-orange glo w  as if from  inside; to the left was a small bright, white light. 
···!i th high tension lines ac ross the hopfield, De Blas realised a l anding there 
would be useless ;  he turned off tho tractor's lights and engine. The objec t 
now vTas ·v�ithin a mile , gliding silently towards the hopfield. De Blas could 
hear no sound; he vacated the trac tor and ran up the lane towards the farm. 
As he ran, he expected to hear a crash any second . 

On reac hing the house, he could sec what \vC \vill now call the UFO 
receeding into the sky. He cal led out to his family to see the object. 
l1Irs. de Blas recalls  that the dogs at the time were kicking up a fuss.  

Mr.  F. R. Nuttall remembers hearing on his car radio that tho time was 
1 1 . 20p.m .  as he passed the de Blas farm on route to wo rk in  New Norfolk. He 
saiv v1hat he thought at first was 8. light plane coming in for a crash landing. 
Then he realised it v·as stationary and at )0° elevation with an apparent size 
of 2" at arm's length. He could sec a hat-shaped red glo w  vli th two amber orbs 
:tt the base of the hD.t. Nearing Now Norfolk , the UFO was lost to view from  
the car1s field of vision above the top of  the windscreen . 

The UFO was also seen by Mrs . . S .  Hansen who lives about a mile north 
of the de Blas farm. Also about 1 1. 20p . m . , she saw a brazil nut shaped orMgo­
red object to her north . She watched the object  until 1 1 . 40p . m .  when it seemed 
to f�de away towards Black Hills. 

T1eanwhile ,  Nr. de Blas had called Nr. D. R .  Moult 1 the 11Mcrcury'' rep .  
in New No rfolk.  He and his sons hnd l eft New Nfk. at once and around ·1·1. 25p . w. 
sighted the UFO half a mile from the farm . The Hoults stopped to look at the 
objec t. They could see two orange-red c ircular lights with a third light to 
their left. They had an overall ell iptical-shaped glow.  The objec t Wets at a 
high angl e ,  possibly up to 70° and seemed l arge and low. Moult lined up the 
TJFO which started to move slo v1ly north. Moving from the west  they saw a bright 
white light, which stopped in mid-flight, pulsed three times then moved out of 
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sight behind some hil l s .  Unknown to the Moul t s , de Blas had flashed his spot­
light at the light and claimed it had puls ed three times in reply.  

The Noults returned to New Norfolk to check with the Airport that there 
were no planes in the area; the answer was in the negative . They al so lost 
sight of the UFO near NeH Norfol k .  It seemed to be lost above a cloudba.nk ove-:: 
the to\fnship . The Weather Bureau confirmed the cloud cover was at 3 , 000 feet 
and decreasing as the night progressed.  

After midnight the Moults returned to the fa�� and kept a vigil with 
Mr . de Bl as until after 2 . 30a . m . ,  watching the original light gradually recede 
to the north . It seemed to be on a north-south beat never approaching as clo sely 
as on it s previous position. Some further 3 to 4 lights were seen to approach 
the UFO from the west and one from the east. This s eemed to merge with the 
parent light . The UFO at times faded out to the north and would then return , at 
one stage , it illuminated the clouds above and behind it . 

Returning home.to New Norfolk, Mr. Moult recal l s  the UFO was lost to 
sight behind the hil l s  to the north of New Norfolk. The cas e remair1s unexplrrin0d. 

Nmv Norfolk Again 

A photograph from Nontro se that appeared in the "S.E . M . "  on the 10th 
was probably of Vertus ; the planet was in the right direction at the right time. 
'rhe centre had 2 or 3 other reports at the weekend but UFO' s did no t appear to 
be involved. However , New Norfolk presented another unexplained sighting at 
9.45p . m. on December 1 4th when three teenagers and an adul t saw a puzzling 
obj ect from Charlotte Street . The saucer-shaped obj ect was in a vertic�l 
po sition at chimney-top height . It had a silver base with an orange flickering 
dome and three white lights on it s top and bottom edges . 

'· _.,."' ���<.: __ 't..\.t-1��.: 
("!' ' / ;• i_,,lt:--..> 
\.!./ . I� I 

"•.J ·'· ____,.. - : I{ � I\)� \ / / '; 
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/ \ / �)·:� •\;,.: \ -

/. '\. ;I I ' ,") 
The obj ect was in sight for 2 or 3 minutes before turning to reveal its top and 
climb away over Peppermint Rill. 

Hinutes l at er , . a clap-bang shook the area and was heard all over New 
Norfolk and at Upper Pl enty where Mr . V. Feil said his dogs were disturbed al l 
night . Po lice were unable to find what could have caused the expl osion . The 
sighting is unexplained . 

Flap Continues 

At 6 . 20 the fol lowing morning , Nrs . H .  Parker of Bridgewater glanced 
acro ss the river and a fl ash on the hill behind Granton caught her eye . She 
could see a round , silver obj ect stationary by a patch on the hil l side , and 
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seemed to flash like a mirror.  After two minutes , it  turned slowly to give a 
more oval-disc appearance .  It  rose up t o  the skyline , hovered for a minute and 
then was gone over the crest of the hill . 

�rhe next case vri th strong evidence for an 1JFO was on December 22nd 
at 4 . 30a . m .  The witness was looking over the Kingston/Storm Bay area from 
Fern Tree when she noticed a disc like an inverted plate , which was a shiLy 
light gold-yellow in a line between her and Betsy Island . The obj ect seemed 
to be trailing a long , thin pipe .  

The witness watched the UFO for ten minutes . It  slowly rose to  a 
viewing angle above Betsy Island ,  then finally seemed to move away to the 
South-East ,  probably being obscured by a low , ragged cloud in that direction . 

At the time of our report being printed , sightings and investigations 
are continuing. A sighting of a moving orange-red light seen to the west from 
Lauderdale ;  five people who saw an oval-shaped object near Sorell the same 
night ( December 26th) . The latest report is of a low-flying obj ect which 

· moved across the sky near Margate .  Should sightings continue , T . U . F . O . I . C .  
will print further details in a newssheet early in the Ne'll Year . 

TAS:t-1ANIAN U . F . 0 1  s .  An Analysis  by K.  Roberts 

Attempting to evaluate any UFO sighting i s  a difficult task , not to 
mention trying to sort out reports in Tasmania in the past 20 years or so . 
Deductions in this analysis  are those of the \vri ter only; where any reasonable 
explanation was forthcoming to explain the. case , this has been accepted . 

Firstly , a word of thanks to our President , :lVIr . E .  Bantick , for making 
his cuttings available . These date back to 1 9 50 and the survey would not have 
been po ssible without this help . 

The source of reports prior to 1 965  are almost exclusively from the 
press - "The Mercury" , "Examiner" and "Advocate" newspapers . Since 1 965 , 
reports have also been made to T . U . F . O . I . C . , the Tasmanian U . F . O .  Bureau ( L • ton. ) 
and the Tasmanian Flying Saucers Observers ' Association , whose records are now 
held by T . U . F . O . I . C .  In some cases there are pages of details ; in others just 
a few brief lines from a newspaper cutting. Many of the early cases make up 
the bulk of the "Insufficient Information" classification . 

Prior to 1 965 except during the famous "Cressy Affair" of October , 
1 960 there are no UFO sightings listed . A lack of documentation and details 
in the reports makes a definite conclusion difficult .  Looking in the 
"Possible UFO" section will give an indication of reports during this earlier 
period . 

I have heard of a report going back to just after the First World 
Har , otherwise our next case is 1 948 . There vTas a slight increase in report s 
from 1 950/5 1  onwards ,  then a snall peak about 1 9 54/55  during that year ' s .world­
wide flap . The years 1 9 57/58 found another build-up which coincided vlith the 
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. wave in South America.  In 1 9 59 there was a flap in the rest of Australia but 
Tasmania seems to have remained quiet , however , this was made up by the wave 
of cases in the North Midlands centering on Cressy in October , 1 960 . 

The formation of UFO groups in the mid sixties has ensured a steady 
flow of reports , but although the total cases have increased , the UFO per­
centage ,has remained relatively low. Recently there appears to be more 10\'.'­
l evel sightings in localised areas • .  Winter of 1 969 saw reports from the East 
Coast a11d Hobart areas . Then in 1 97 1  the scene shifted to the north of the 
State and Q.ueemt o;m , finishing with a spate of cases from the south this year . 

Year 

1 948 
1 949 
1 9 50 
1 9 51 
1 9 52 
1 9 53 
1 9 54 
1 9 55  
1 9 56 
1 9 57 
1 958 
1 9 59 
'1 960 
1 961  
1 962 
1 963 
1 964 
1 965 
1 966 
1 967 
1 968 
1 969 
1 970 
1 97 1  

TOTAL 

U . F . O .  

reports 

7 
2 
3 
1 
8 
7 
3 

22 
1 1  
7 

24 
1 3  

5 
5 
5 

1 4  
33  
1 8  
25 
55 
36 
74  

379 

Possible U . F . O .  
Insufficient Information 
Astronomical Phenomena 
Meteorological " 
Aeroplanes 
Satellites 

SIGHTINGS ANALYSIS 

UF0 1 s .  Possible UFO ' s Re;eorts Explained 

4 

5 
7 
3 
1 
6 
4 
7 

37 

1 

1 
2 
'I 
1 
4 
2 
3 
3 

2 
2 

2 

1 
6 
1 
5 
8 
6 
8 

59 

6 

2 
1 
7 
3 
1 

1 9  
8 
7 

1 8  
1 1  
5 
3 
5 
8 

20 
1 4  
1 9  
41 
26 
59 

283 

ANALYSIS OF SIGH'l'INGS 

37 
59 

1 1 0 
1 01 

1 6  
1 6  
1 4  

Weather Balloons 
Sky Rockets 
Fungus/Spiders 1 \vebs 
\o/orkmen/Buildings 
Flares 
Lens Analysis 
Scrub Fire 
Possible Hoax 

7 
1 
3 
3 
6 
1 
2 
3 

TOTAL 379 
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OLD SIGHTINGS COME TO HAND 

1 .  Levendal e - 2 3 .  4 . 6 3  

Report s  from other years are always fil t ering i n  to the Centre and 
as a sample we l i sted two cas e s . Our first was on the fil e s  of T . F . S . O . A . who se 
sighting fonns we novr hold . Nr . A.  ( name on fil e s )  was spo tlighting from his 
trac tor for rabbits ; the t ime was about 1 0 . 30p . m .  on a rather dark and cloudy 
night . He no ticed a light to the west but thought at the time it was a 
refl ection from hi s spo tl ight \'lhich he was flashing around . ·  After he had 
stopped his trac tor and turned the light off , he was disturbed to see the light 
still there ; for about 1 5  minutes , he watched the yel low disc- shaped light 
until it started to approach hi s position . 

The obj ect approached in· a circular fashion , moving south of Nr . A. , 
then swinging past east until the obj ect reached a northerly location but all 
the t ime closing in . Mr . A .  decided it was time to leave . H e  put the trac tor 
into top gear and v1ent for home . Hea.nwhile , our UFO c ircled closer,  doing a 
second circui t around the fleeing Hr . A .  He was sure it was very low - pos sibly 
1 50 feet up . Completing its seconcl turn , the: UF·o pas sed over Mr . A. a.nd his 
trac tor lighting up the ground ·\·li th a b eam of light and slowing as it went 
over . Mr . A. recal l s  that as the UFO went a\oJay from him in a south- east erly 
direc tion , he could see the barn about 400 yards away quit e  clearly .  

Unknown t o  Mr . A .  , there had been reports of an UFO from Woodsdale a 
few days earlier.  Do  we have here an early low-level report? 

2 .  Granton - Oc tober, 1 96 5  

We now come forward a few years , in fac t , i t  was at thi s time that 
'r . U .  F .  0 .  I. C .  vTas formed but only thi s  year did we learn of the sight ing by the 
Gunton family of Granton . 

The Guntons were awoken about 3 to 4 o ' c lock in the morning by the 
barking of their greyhounds ; althou�h they often barked at night this t ime , they 
Hent on longer than usual . 

On going out side to find out what the fus s was about , our witnesses 
no ticed a dark , ell ipt ical obj ec t  south-eas t  of the house and apparently just 
�bove the ground some t of a mil e  away . The obj ect had a variety of colours 
beaming out in all di=ections , rays of orange that s e emed to ro tate around the 
dark c entre , int erspersed with green and blue . 

Silently , the obj ec t  began to ri s e .  At first the Guntons thought a 
helicopter had landed in the paddock but tile abs enc e of noi s e  and its s trange 
method of as cent rul ed thi s out . The obj ect s eemed to ri se , pause a second , 
then continue upwards at a fas t er speed until i t  just disappeared at some 
70° elevation to the south- east . 

Admit tedly , an old report with no basis for investigation , however , 
the rotating colours resembl e  our June Brighton cas e .  
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CALENDAR OF MAIN REPORTS 

1 970 June Treval lyn Blue/white saucer s een , driver says car 
slowed ( U . F . O .  Observer , Launce ston) . 

Sept . 2 5  Latrobe Orange disc seen 4 mins . , 3 white lights 
and dome (U . F . O .  Obs erver , Launc es ton) . 

29 Q.ueenstown Yellow-whit e  di sc , moves to north ( U . F . O .  
obs erver , Launc eston) . 

:tlov . Evandal e Pho to taken of blue-whi t o  pul sating 
obj ect ( U . F . O .  Obs erver , Launc eston) . 

·>E- Dec . 1 8/ 1 9  Mt . Well ington Lights seen approaching and l eaving dome obj . 
1 97 1 J an .  7 Launc eston Sauc er obj ect seen fluttering in sky 1 0  mins . 

( U . F . O .  Observer , Launc eston) . 
24 Launc eston Nine whit e  sauc ers seen to north- east in 

formation (U . F . O .  Ob server , Launc eston) . 
Feb . 20 St . Le.onq.rds - Red-blue-yellow-whit e  U . F . O .  cros seq_ sky 

at 1 , 500 ft . ( U . F . O .  Observer , Law:l.C·eston) . 
* Mar . 1 7  .l\1t . Stuart '- Three silver-blue lights s een , photo taken , 

could : be Venus . 
'* 29 B ell erive - \1/hit e  l ight cro s sed sky at high al titude . 
* May 1 7  Burni e Mys tery cobweb s fal l  from sky . 

22 Norwood - Obj �ct  lands by road , ·  crushes undergrowth , 
loaves in a flash ( u . F . O .  Obs erver , L ' ton . ) .  

* 23  Cethana -- Motori st pac ed for 2-3 mile s  by round , red UFO . 
* 2 5  Lynchford Hurru:iling noi s e  heard , dogs upset , fl at tened 

areas found . 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 

-X-

* 

30 

June 1 9  
24 

July 9 

2 5  

Aug. 
1 5  

21 

Lynchford 

Brighton 
Wilmot 

Wilmot 

Punchbowl 

Lynchford 
north , n-w . , 
Hobart 
Hill wood 

Str:ange light pul sating , wi th beam beloH 
and red light seen .  

- Bell- shaped UFO , silent , seen at 200 yards . 
- vfuite , oval UFO lands in paddock ; no marks 

on ground ; over one hour . 
- UFO 1 5 ' x 4 '  seen by paddock gat e , moves off 

to another paddoc k .  
- Two witne sses s e e  orange tri angl e 200 yards 

away , fades out ( U . F . O .  Ob server , Launc eston) . 
- Burnt c ircl e  found:, probably ho ax .  
- :rvreteor- l ike obj ects seen ,. meteor shower , s;.,ys 

D ·. C  . . A . ( also U . F . O .  observer , Launc eston) . 
Four youths see ;tr red light s ,  D . C . J\. .  says 
' pl ane in area (U . F . O .  O b s erver , Launc eston) . 

28 Hobart Domain - Three white lights seen fl ashing and cro s s ing 

Sep .  7 
2 6  

Oct . 1 9  

Warrane 
Jericho 

Launces ton 

Dec . 4 ,  5 ,  C laremont , 
El wick 

Dec . 7 ,  8 Lachlan 

sky . 
- jv[ore white light s moving erraticrtlly.  
- Final report of whit e  light , revers es 

direct ion acro ss sky . 
- Orange foo tbal l  obj ect seen ,  moves away to 

north-east (U . F . O .  Observer , Launc es ton) . 
- Three reports of whit e  rocket-c igar obj ec ts 

cro s sing sky . 
- Up to 1 0 witnesses s ee orange U .  F .  0 .  , hat­

shaped at low l evel , no explanat ion . 

. . .  /1 5 



1 5 . 

Dec . 1 4  New Norfo lk - Vertical s auc er with orange and whi te 
light s s e en , expl o s ion shakes area 
minut es l at er . 

* 1 5  Bridgewat er Oval-disc obj ect shining l ike mirror , 
go es over Mt . Faulkner .  

·:<- 22 Fern Tree - Disc s een 4 .  30a. m . , moves away to eas t .  
* 26 Sore l l/Lauderdal e/ Motori sts report s ee ing U . F . O . • s . 

Howden 

* T . U . F . O . I . C .  inve st igat ions . 

Sighting Office rs - K. BE�mTTO Phone 285248 
K .  ROBERTS 11 236009 (Eve ning s only ) . 

O r  write to - 62 Leonard 1\venue , MOO NAH ,  7009 . 

( Published by Tufo ic ) . 


